	

	New Castle County Board of REALTORS


	

	Dear Teresa White,

ARE YOU REGISTERED? IF NOT, WHY NOT? 
The New Castle County Board of REALTORS® is holding its Annual Awards celebration on Tuesday, May 25 at the Clarion Hotel-The Belle on DuPont Highway in New Castle, DE.  The program will begin at 8:30 a.m. and includes breakfast.  This year’s award categories and nominees are:  
GOOD NEIGHBOR - Kathie Degliobizzi, Prudential Fox & Roach REALTORS® and Linda Moffett, Patterson-Schwartz & Associates
REALTOR® SPIRIT  - Robert Douglas, RE/MAX Associates and Victoria Richardson, RE/MAX Associates
AFFILIATE of the YEAR - Gary Huegel, MetLife Home Loans and Sharon Weinbrum, Homes.com 
MEL STOUT ETHICS AWARD - Eileen Gallagher-Burke, Coldwell Banker Preferred, Gene Millman, Millman Realty, LLC and Vincent M. White, RE/MAX Sunvest Realty 
HALL of FAME - Fran Giofre, Christiana Real Estate Corp., Lex Petrillo, Prudential Fox & Roach REALTORS®, Barbara Levy, Patterson-Schwartz & Associates and Greta Huegel, posthumously
REALTOR® of the YEAR - Don Ash, RE/MAX Associates, Gina McCollum Crowder, RE/MAX Associates and Paul Pantano, Pantano Real Estate 
Million Dollar Club Recipients:  Monica Hill, RE/MAX Associates, Kathy Nissley, National Referral Real Estate and Diane Salvatore for Lifetime; Joseph Gies, Prudential Fox & Roach REALTORS®, First Year; Shana Delcollo, Patterson-Schwartz & Associates, Eileen Gallagher-Burke, Coldwell Banker Preferred, Sandra Miller, Long & Foster Real Estate, Second Year; and Corrie Robinson, RE/MAX 1st Choice, Third Year. 
View the award nominees and Million Dollar Club Award recipients by clicking HERE 
Come out and celebrate the best and brightest of our industry!  Cost to members is $5; non-members $25. Registration is required-May 22 deadline. To register, visit: www.nccbor.com 
EXCITING NEWS FROM NCCBOR - WEBSITE
Beginning in 09, the NCCBOR Board of Directors planned, budgeted and visioned for the re-calibration of our current website.  We enlisted assistance to write an RFP, distributed that document and gathered responses.  Once the top vender/partner was identified, the Board of Directors held a working session with the Warren McKenna Design Group (WMD) of Chicago in January of 10 and subsequently approved a contract in April 10.  The WMD Group has produced impressive results for a number of  Associations across the county and brings an expertise with our current membership management system, unavailable with other providers.  The goal of this exercise is to produce a vibrant, user-friendly and robust website that benefits NCCBOR members.  
Phase 1 tasks have already begun with the site review and user feedback analysis.  Last week we randomly selected 25% of the membership to survey.  Our response rate was over 11%!  We thank all the responders for their time and consideration.  As promised we have randomly selected 10 individuals who responded and the following individuals will receive a gift card from Starbucks:  Beth Weinstein, David Krewson, Elizabeth Roach, Vincent White, Judith Marvel, Ed Kalinowski, Kathleen Pigliacampi, Lorena Testardi, Martin Willeford and Michael Starling.
If you were not selected or did not complete the survey your opinions are still important to us. Feel free to email me (bweir@nccbor.com), your thoughts on the higher order needs of a new website.  I will personally review all submissions received by May 31 and pass them on to our lead strategist at the McKenna Design Group. 
Stay tuned for regular updates and the launch of our new site at the end of the summer 2010.
QUESTIONS ABOUT MARYLAND CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
Here is a direct quote from the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation
"If you hold a license in another state, hours may be considered toward your Maryland electives. To find out, FAX the out-of-state CE course completion certificate(s) for approval at least 30 days prior to renewal to the Education Administrator, 410-333-0023; include your out-of-state license number as well as a return fax number. Sorry, "post licensing" courses from other states are not recognized for Maryland CE.
IN ADDITION FROM THE MARYLAND WEBSITE:
*With what states does the Commission have signed reciprocal agreements?
The Maryland Real Estate Commission has entered into reciprocal agreements with Pennsylvania and Oklahoma at the present time.
*Is the Commission negotiating with any other States?
Not at the present time.
*Has any state advised the Commission that it cannot or will not enter into a reciprocal agreement?
Delaware has advised that they do not have the authority to enter into a reciprocal agreement. We will be contacting each State or may be contacted by other States in the near future.
Maryland website RIGHT HERE  - Maryland Real Estate Commission, 410-230-6230
SENATE BILL 226 - WHAT CAN YOU DO?
DAR has learned of several Senators opposed to this legislation.  SB 226 allows New Castle County to limit the first-time homebuyer's realty transfer tax exemption to properties for which the purchase price is less than $400,000.  The bill is currently on the Senate Ready List.  
The Senate is currently out of session until June 1st.  If you haven't already done so, please call your Senator and weigh in against this legislation.  Seek them out at meetings, at the grocery store, after church! Real grassroots action takes personal involvement. For talking points on the issue. Click HERE  To report on contacts, please call Charlotte at DAR at 734-4444 or e-mail charlotte@delawarerealtor.com.
FREE e-PRO WORKSHOP IN MAY
Power up success by gaining internet knowledge a free e-PRO Workshop is being offered at the NCCBOR on Thursday, May 27, 2010 from 1 to 2:30 p.m.  To learn more about it or how to register, Click HERE
JOIN THE BLOOD BANK
Summer is particularly challenging for continued availability of blood for our community and its citizens. Why not benefit yourself as you benefit the blood bank.  The Blood Bank of Delmarva offers group membership to NCCBOR members for $5 a year.  The benefit of a group membership to you is: unlimited blood replacement at any hospital in the United States, includes the member, spouse and anyone who can be claimed as a tax-dependent and begins as soon as your enrollment form is received. **Membership requirements apply. To learn more about the membership requirements and benefits or to join, visit:  www.nccbor.com, log in, scroll down to the FORMS heading and click on the link titled Blood Bank of Delmarva Group Application.  

CAN WE INTEREST YOU IN WRITING AN ARTICLE?
The NCCBOR in partnership with Homes.com has produced a series of articles called NCCBOR Insights.  These articles are produced twice a month in the Homes.com printed and electronic publications. The articles are focused on Buyer and Seller issues with a professional sensitivity to good information before company loyalties or affiliations. Each article is limited to less than 1,000 words and includes the authors name, company, contact info and photo along with a brief bio that is only limited by the remaining space available.  Available submission deadline dates are:  Sep 2, Sep 17, Oct 1, Oct 15, Oct 29, Nov 12 and Dec 10 and will be scheduled on a first come, first served basis.  If you have interest in submitting an article, please contact Teresa White at twhite@nccbor.com or 302-762-4800 x 111. 

 STAY CONNECTED THROUGH NCCBOR PODCASTS
Are you interested in being a podcast presenter? Short interviews on topics of intersest as they relate to the real estate industry. (ie. legal, finance, brokerage, appraisal, home inspection, etc)  If you are interested in participating, please respond to jgraae@nccbor.com.  

 NCCBOR CURRENTLY SCHEDULING FOOD 4 THOUGHT PRESENTATIONS
Affiliate members!  Dates for Food 4 Thought presentations through the rest of 2010 are now being scheduled.  Presenters should provide educational information about developments in their respective business/industry to NCCBOR REALTOR members. This valuable opportunity is offered on the third Tuesday of each month from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Board office on Miller Road. The Board will provide the meeting space and promote the event to its REALTOR? members. To discuss scheduling a date, please contact Jessica Graae at jgraae@nccbor.com or 302-762-4800 x 110.

MAY CALENDAR
What is happening in May?  Click HERE to find out 
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